Minutes 10/24/2008

MINUTES
Women of Reform Judaism Atlantic District
Plenary Session

October 24, 2008

Hyatt Hotel, Morristown, NJ

I.   
Meeting called to order at 2:35 p.m. by President Joan Blum.

II.  
Opening prayer read by Joan Blum.
III.  
A preliminary report on credentials was presented by Wendy Horowitz. There were 64 delegates registered for the full conference. Peak registration was for the Saturday evening dinner, with 101 people registered.
IV.
There was a brief review of handout materials in the delegate bags.
V.
Members of the 2006—2008 Atlantic District Board were introduced.
VI.
Members of the Board of Women of Reform Judaism were introduced.

VII.
DISTRICT REPORTS

A. First Vice President, Marsha Malberg reviewed the work of the Area Directors, a position that was new two years ago. They are the liason between WRJ and local Sisterhoods. During the two years they arranged several successful area days (some joint, serving more than one area). They are also an important resource for the Sisterhoods.

B. WRJ Departments: District Vice Presidents

1. Sharon Benoff reported on Development and Special Projects. Forty sisterhoods (68%) participated in the YES Fund. Thirty one sisterhoods (53%) participated in Circle of Service. Fifty-eight lifelines were donated, including 3 gold and 2 diamonds. Study guides for the Women’s Torah Commentary are becoming available and may be found on the WRJ website. Nine sisterhoods in the District are enjoying Lilith Salons. Seventeen sisterhoods contributed to World Union of Progressive Judaism, and the same number contributed to the Jewish Braille Institute.

2. Nanci Pompan reported on Service to Sisterhoods. There were five appearances, including a Leadership Training Workshop, by District Board members. District representatives have been in touch with Har Shalom of Warren, NJ and the sisterhood in Reading, PA. Thanks to Amy McBride and Wendy Horowitz for their word on local arrangements for this Biennial. Debi Nelson was Program chair. The assistance available from the New York office was noted, including the Speakers Bureau and various publications. A new membership publication should be available soon. This year’s Leadership Conference will be held January 23 –25, 2009 in New Orleans.

3. Rachel Rosenzweig reported on Marketing and Communication. A major effort was the new District newsletter, “Chai Lights.” The district’s web site was set up and maintained by Becky Markowitz.

4. Shelley Willner reported on Programming and Advocacy. 

C. Youth Committee

1. JMG Fund, NFTY. During the period 2006 – 2008 the fund receive $2,445 in contributions from 20 District Sisterhoods. During the same period, donations of $2,500 were made to youth organizations in the District. The shortfall was made up from the District’s general fund. Donations went to NFTY GER (New Jersey), NFTY PAR (Pennsylvania), and NFTY Mitzvah Corps. The District also organized volunteers for the NFTY National Convention in Philadelphia. Thanks to Kareen Hartwig and Shelley Willner who co-chaired that effort.

2. Camp Harlam Campaign. Kareen Hartwig and Carol McMichael co-chaired the campaign.


 D.
Budget and Dues. The proposed budget was presented by outgoing Treasurer, Susan Loether. Her presentation included the following recommendations:

· Pass invoices on to the treasurer promptly.

· Mark checks for proper allocation

· Consider allowing e-mail invoices

· Require 2 signatures on checks over $300.

A motion to approve the budget was made by Laurel Stahl. After some questions and discussion, the budget was adopted unanimously. (Budget is attached as Appendix A.)

Susan Loether next presented a proposal to raise District dues from $1 per person a year to $2 per person a year. Motion to adopt made by Kareen Hartwig. Discussion points included:

· District expenses have risen

· There are new expenses for Area Days

· Districts will be asked to help support WRJ Assemblies

· Increase will not take effect until fiscal 2010 – 2012

· The Atlantic District is the least expensive of WRJ districts

· Given the state of the economy, the timing is bad

Motion carried with one opposed.
E.
Nominating Committee. The slate of officers nominated for the 2006 – 2008 District Board was presented by Sharon Levy, Chair of the Nominating Committee. Candidates for positions as officers were:



President


Marsha Malberg



First Vice President

Debra Faye



Vice President

Sharon Benoff



Vice President

Susan Loether



Vice President

Debi Nelson



Vice President

Shelley Willner



Corresponding Secretary
Estherose Heyman



Recording Secretary

June Appel



Treasurer


Nanci Pompan

Adoption of the slate was moved by Sharon Levy. Motion passed unanimously.




The following individuals will be Area Directors:


Arlene Burstein


Nancy Crandall


Robin Enders


Michele Gusdorff


Kareen Hartwig


Janet Katz


Marcia Lavaur


Sharon Levy


Esther Nathanson


Rachel Rosenzweig


Laurel Stahl

VIII.
Old Business: None
IX.
New Business: None

X. 
Closing remarks: The next biennial will be held October 22 – 24, 2010 and will be hosted by Beth Or of Maple Glen, PA. The committee will include Janet Katz, Lynn Edelman and Abby Gilbert. 
After a closing prayer, the meeting adjourned at 3:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

June Appel

Recording Secretary
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